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InvestHK: Gov Dept focused on attracting Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
Helping foreign companies establish a presence in HK

• InvestHK Overseas: 31 country offices

• InvestHK HQ: 9 sector teams

• InvestHK’s services are FREE!
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The three topics of today

1. Hong Kong, what´s new?

2. HK: Regional APAC hub & Gateway to GBA-China

3. Recent success stories by Greek companies in HK.



4

Greek travellers -> 90 days tourist visa on arrival. Greece: no COVID 19 measures for visitors from HK.

Hong Kong has fully reopened!...

….To mainland China and to the world

4. No more obligation to wear a mask! (since March 1)



Macro outlook Hong Kong

▪ Economic recovery after Covid´s impact → GDP +3% 2023 (-3.2% 2022)

▪ Tourism and retail now coming back

▪ Financial Services sector showing robust growth (Asia Hub)

▪ Trade hub role (2020 No.6 worldwide ranking)

Sources: Census and Government Department, HKSAR
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Heart of Asia

Hong Kong

Around 120 airlines operate 

flights to around 220 

destinations worldwide

4 hours

from Asia’s key 

markets

5 hours

from half the 

world’s population
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Greater Bay Area



One Country, Two Systems
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Our Solid Foundations and 
Robust Inherent Strength

▪ Rule of law and judicial 

independence

▪ Free flows of goods, capital, 

talent and information

▪ Low and simple tax regime

▪ Robust financial system

▪ Sound regulatory frameworks

▪ World-class infrastructure 

and digital facilities

▪ Free port

▪ Wealth of talent

▪ Asia’s international and 

cosmopolitan city

▪ Safe and quality environment

And much, much more…..



16.5%
17%
25%

Corporate 

tax rate

Competitive & Simple Tax System
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Reducing tax burden on enterprises and fostering a favourable business environment 

with two-tiered tax system 

Hong KongHong KongHong Kong

Singapore

China

15%
22%
45%

Personal 

tax rate

Singapore

China
16.5%

Profits above 

HK$2M

8.25%
First HK$2M of 

profits

Hong Kong has signed Comprehensive Double Taxation Agreements (CDTAs) 

with 46 jurisdictions

Negotiations with 13 jurisdictions are in progress

NO

▪ VAT/GST/Sales tax

▪ Capital Gains tax

▪ Withholding tax on 

investments

▪ Estate duty

▪ Global taxation

▪ Wine duty
(as at November 2022)

0%
7%

13%

VAT

Singapore

China



Leading International Business Hub

Companies with 

parent companies 

outside Hong Kong

Regional 

headquarters 

in Hong Kong

Major lines of business
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Favourable factors

Major sources

of the parent companies

Top business sectors

Sources: 2022 Startup Survey; 2022 FinTech StudySource: 2022 Annual Survey of Companies Operating in Hong Kong with Parent Companies Located Outside Hong Kong

▪ FinTech

▪ eCommerce

▪ Information, computer 

and technology

▪ Education and 

learning

▪ Professional / 

consultancy services

8,978 1,411



DIVERSE AND VIBRANT ECOSYSTEM

A diverse group of founders:

• 72% from HK, 4% HK returnees, 25% from overseas/Mainland China

• Overseas group - top countries of origins of founders:

Data from InvestHK’s Startup Survey 2022

13,804 employees, +118% vs 2017

HONG KONG AS A STARTUP DESTINATION



ACROSS VARIOUS INDUSTRIES

HONG KONG AS A STARTUP DESTINATION



◼ EMISIA (established in 2008) is a spin off company of Aristotle University of 

Thessaloniki. They design models to measure transport emission.

◼ EMISIA has carried out several projects for the Environmental Protection 

Department (EPD) of Hong Kong

◼ Current project in HK: Vehicle Emission Factor Analysis (Uncertainty 

Analysis). The objective of this project is to provide an emission analysis on 

EMFAC-HK and to build an automated system to carry out future analysis 

with respect to the Hong Kong Vehicle Emission. Time period: 10/2022 –

10/2023

◼ Why set up in Hong Kong? Be close to key HK client, and try to 

further grow the business in Asia

Recent success story: EMISIA SA
Engineering company

Success stories by Greek companies



◼ Levant Foods was set up in 2017 in HK, and is dedicated to trading of food 

from the Levant area (Greece, Cyprus, Jordan, Turkey, Syria, Israel, 

Lebanon, Palestine) - Mediterranean food.

◼ IHK assisted and offered promotional, networking support, in 2019 and 2020

◼ Company profile in InvestHK Newsletter, invitations to InvestHK

networking events, etc.

Recent success story: Levant Foods
F&B Trading: Greek and Cypriot food

Success stories by Greek companies



◼ Spirit World Group is active in Shipping & Forwarding, Supplying and Trading, 

worldwide. 

◼ Spirit World Group has been in HK since 2006, currently 16 staff (local and Greek)

◼ Why HK? One of the key ports in Asia and important logistical hub

◼ Hong Kong is regional hub:

o Spirit World also active in Shenzhen, Ningbo, Xiamen, Xingang, etc.

o Liner & Ship Agency, Chartering and S&P, International Freight Forwarding and 

Logistics, etc.

Continuing success story: Spirit World Group
Shipping & Forwarding

Success stories by Greek companies
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Get in Touch

INVEST_HK

e.weibo.com/investhk

@InvestHK

www.linkedin.com/company/invest-hong-kong

www.youtube.com/user/investhk

www.flickr.com/photos/investhk

Ms. Paula Kant

Head of Investment Promotion

InvestHK Brussels

T: +32 2 775 00 62   

M: +32 473 97 81 96

E: paula_kant@hongkong-eu.org
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